Immunoreactive neurotensin levels in pancreas: elevation in diabetic rats and mice.
Neurotensin levels in pancreas, but not other tissues, were increased in diabetic animals. The concentration of pancreatic immunoreactiveneurotensin was 138% higher in streptozotocin-diabetic rats, and 68% higher in genetically diabetic (db/db) mice as compared to their respective control animals. Daily administration of insulin (10-15 IU/kg) to diabetic rats completely reversed this effect, and pancreatic neurotensin levels in these animals returned to control values. These findings suggest that elevated levels of pancreatic neurotensin may contribute to some of the metabolic and hormonal disturbances occurring in diabetes.